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Dear fellow virologist,
Last month it was announced that the 2023 Beijerinck Prize will be awarded 
to Ron Fouchier (ErasmusMC) and the Beijerinck Premium goes to Daniel 
Hurdiss (Utrecht University, virology newsletter #14). The award ceremony 
will be held during the DAVS on Friday March 10 at the OBA in Amsterdam.

On Thurday March 9 the COGEM will organize a symposium on Viruses, 
replicons, and vaccines - Opportunities, risks, and regulation. The symposium 
will be held in Amsterdam, for more information visit the website.

The board of the Virology division of the KNVM 
(Emmanuel Wiertz, Jolanda Smit, Ronald van Rij, Bart Haagmans, 
                                        Katja Wolthers, Martijn Langereis, and Puck van Kasteren)  

Virology events 
Feb 16, 2023 Stephanie Gumbs 
Utrecht | Wiertz/Wensing
March 10, 2023 
DAVS, OBA Amsterdam
March 16, 2023 Laurine Rijsbergen 
Rotterdam | de Swart 
March, 2023 Kevin Groen 
Rotterdam | van den Hoogen
April 13, 2023 Joanna Kaczorowska 
Amsterdam | vd Hoek/Berkhout
May 4-7, 2023 
ECV, Poland
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What is your main research focus? 

My research focusses on epidemic and pandemic 
preparedness against emerging viruses, with 
a focus on viral immunity. During the last years I 
worked a lot on immunity against SARS CoV-2 
infection and vaccination, but also Mpox and 
rabies virus have had my specific attention.  

What is your favourite virus? 

As a clinical virologist I work in the breadth of 
the field, so it is hard to choose my favorite virus. 
Nevertheless, from a combined scientific and 
clinical point of view, I opt for rabies virus. This virus 
keeps intriguing me as the disease is dreadful, 
and there is still a lot to be discovered about the 
immune response against rabies virus infection. 

Why is your research important? 

In my research I use (basic) laboratory techniques 
to address urgent clinical questions; therefor 
collaboration with different partners is key in my 
work. Where possible I aim to translate my research 
findings back to patient care, diagnostics or policy 
makers which for me is an important aspect of 
doing research. 

What is your main research focus? 
My main focus of research is investigating viral evolution 
of clinically relevant viruses using sequencing. In the 
last few years, our team at AmsterdamUMC has mainly 
focused on SARS-CoV-2 evolution in the community as 
well as in immunocompromised and/or hospitalized 
patients. We continually apply the acquired technical 
expertise and analysis methods to other viruses of 
clinical importance. 

Why is your research important? 
For many infections we can accurately observe the 
clinical picture, but we often do not understand the 
underlying pathogenesis. By observing how a virus 
adapts in patients, or evolves in response to specific 
treatments, it will increase our understanding of 
potential vulnerabilities. This information can potentially 
provide targets for novel diagnostic and treatment 
approaches.

Of which accomplishment are you most proud?
For me, it is the successful collaboration between the 
public health services of Amsterdam and our team at 
AmsterdamUMC for early detection of emerging novel 
SARS-CoV-2 variants in the community. Continuous 
optimization of sample logistics, technical improvements 
in the lab combined with clinical interpretation was 
really awarding and inspiring teamwork. 

Virology Double-Interview

#18, February 2023

https://twitter.com/KNVM_Virology
https://www.linkedin.com/company/knvm-virology/
http://knvm.org/virology
mailto:virology%40knvm.org?subject=RE%3A%20newsletter
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36400021/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36400021/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36507832/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36726484/
https://www.knaw.nl/en/news/beijerinck-virology-prize-awarded-ron-fouchier-and-beijerinck-premium-daniel-hurdiss
https://congressus-knvm.s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/files/4171247861e44c049fee120d3faf89a8.pdf?Signature=Qkha0siW%2BeOSs6zw713LiFAAo5E%3D&Expires=1676924666&AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAIUTTQ23AZYZKILZQ&response-content-disposition=inline%3Bfilename%3DKNVM_Vir_Newsletter_14.pdf
https://www.cogemsymposium.nl/

